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gage alone, Sertorius, that he might have one alone to engage with.
The issue of the battle proved doubtful, for a wing of each side
had the better, but of the generals Sertorius had the greater honor,
for that he maintained his post, having put to flight the entire
division that was opposed to him, whereas Pompey was himself
almost made a prisoner; for being set upon by a strong man-at-arms
that fought on foot (he being on horseback), as they were closely
engaged hand to hand the strokes of their swords chanced to light
upon their hands, but with a different success; for Pompey's was a
slight wound only, where he cut off the other's hand. However,
it happened so, that many now falling upon Pompey together, and
his own forces there being put to the rout, he made his escape beyond
expectation, by quitting his horse, and turning him out among the
enemy. For the horse being richly adorned with golden trappings,
and having a caparison of great value, the soldiers quarrelled among
themselves for the booty, so that while they were fighting with one
another, and dividing the spoil, Pompey made his escape. By break
of day the next morning each drew out his forces into the field to
claim the victory; but Metellus coming up, Sertorius vanished, having
broken up and dispersed his army. For this was the way in which
he used to raise and disband his armies, so that sometimes he would
be wandering up and down all alone, and at other times again he
would come pouring into the field at the head of no less than one
hundred and fifty thousand fighting men, swelling of a sudden like
a winter torrent.
When Pompey was going, after the battle, to meet and welcome
Metellus, and when they were near one another, he commanded his
attendants to lower their rods in honor of Metellus, as his senior
and superior. But Metellus on the other side forbade it, and behaved
himself in general very obligingly to him, not claiming any pre-
rogative either in respect of his consular rank or seniority; excepting
only that when they encamped together, the watchword was given to
the whole camp by Metellus. But generally they had their camps
asunder, being divided and distracted by the enemy, who took all
shapes, and being always in motion, would by some skillful artifice
appear in a variety of places almost in the same instant, drawing
them from one attack to another, and at last keeping them from
foraging, wasting the country, and holding the dominion of the sea,
Sertorius drove them both out of that part of Spain which was under
his control, and forced them, for want of necessaries, to retreat in-
to provinces that did not belong to them.
Pompey, having made use of and expended the greatest part of
his own private revenues upon the war, sent and demanded moneys
of the senate, adding that, in case they did not furnish him speedily,
he should be forced to return into Italy with his army. Lucullus